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Welcome to the
Clio Conference 2025

Dear participant,

In an ever more interconnected world, information is flowing like
never before. It reaches us wherever we are, through word of
mouth or through airwaves travelling straight into our pockets.
It is unavoidable and at times overwhelming. Who governs it, or
is it even governable? The line between truth and lies is difficult
to discern. How can we make crucial decisions in a world where
facts, opinions, and lies continue to get confused?

We are honoured and excited to have you join us for our
conference The Sleeping Watchdog: How Misinformation
Spreads In Politics. It is an occasion for learning about one of
the most salient issues of our time, discussing how
misinformation comes about and is spread to impact every level
of politics. We hope that you bring with you excitement and
curiosity that can be answered by the speakers we have lined
up for you.

In this booklet you will find practical information about the day,
as well as an introduction to the speakers and their workshops.
Thank you once again for joining us, we hope that you will enjoy
the day a lot and learn something new. On behalf of the whole
committee we are extremely excited.

Let's get informed about misinformation!

Alva Nordman
Chair of the Conference Committee
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INTRODUCTION OF THE
MoC and Keynote

TOM CASIER Tom Casier is Professor at the University of

Groningen, where he holds the Chair in Global
Politics of Europe. Before, he was Reader in
International Relations at the University of Kent's
Brussels School of International Studies (BSIS). He
led BSIS as Academic Director from 2014 to 2017 and
was Director of the Global Europe Centre. He also
held a Jean Monnet Chair and provided policy advice
for different institutions. Tom Casier's research
focuses mainly on Russian foreign policy, EU-Russia
relations, and the EU and its eastern neighbours. He
led a Jean Monnet project on EU-Russia relations and
was involved in several projects on EU foreign policy,
currently in one on EU heritage diplomacy in Ukraine.

Lieutenant General (retired) Cornelis Johannes (Kees) KEES MATTHIJSSEN

Matthijssen has served in the Dutch Armed Forces for
almost 43 years before retiring in October 2023. He has
fulfilled many positions in the Army Staff and Defence
Staff, but also many in the operational domain
including four deployments in a commander’'s position. [
In his last posting he served as Force Commander for
the UN Mission MINUSMA in Mali (2022-2023).
Furthermore, he was company commander in Bosnia
and Herzegovina (1995), battalion commander in Iraq
(2004) and brigade commander in Afghanistan (2008-
2009). He was also part of the Netherlands Liaison
Team to UN Central Command in early 2002, Military
Advisor in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2013-2014),
the Deputy Army Commander and he served in NATO'’s
Joint Force Command Brunssum as Deputy Chief of
Staff Plans. He holds a Master's degree of Strategic
Studies (MSS) obtained at the US Army War College in
2010. He was awarded the French ‘Legion of Honour’
and the German '‘Bundeswehr Cross of Honour’ for his
outstanding cooperation with both nations. For his
exceptional state of service, he received a royal honour
and became an Officer in the Order of Oranje Nassau
with swords.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE

Pancl Spcakers

MAQC ESTEVE Marc Esteve del Valle is a Senior Lecturer at the

Centre for Media and Jlournalism Studies at the
DEL VALLE University of Groningen (The Netherlands). His
research and teaching interests lie at the intersection
of digital communication and social change, with a
focus on environmental issues. He is also the
coordinator of the climate disinformation section at
“Learntocheck”, a non-profit media education project
about disinformation and digital content verification,
and a European Climate Pact ambassador.

JAKUB KALENSKY

Jakub Kalensky is the Deputy Director of the Centre's
Hybrid Influence COI focusing on disinformation and
countering of this threat. He joined the Centre of
Excellence in 2022. Jakub has specialised in
disinformation and Russian hybrid activities since 2015
when he joined the newly created East StratCom Task
Force in the European Union’s diplomatic service, the
EEAS. In the team, Jakub was responsible for raising
awareness about Russia’'s disinformation campaigns,
and he and his colleagues founded the EUvsDisinfo
campaign. Between 2018 and 2021, Jakub worked in
the Atlantic Council’s Ukrainian Election Task Force
and in the Digital Forensic Research Lab. He testified
in the European Parliament, in the US Congress and in
other legislative houses in Europe on Russian
disinformation attacks and the countermeasures
against it. Since 2024, Jakub is a Visiting Professor at
the College of Europe (Natolin). Before specializing in
countering disinformation, Jakub worked as a
journalist in the Czech Republic.

KEES MATTIJSSEN will also take part in the panel.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE

Workshop spcakers

Yoana Barakova is a researcher and trainer specialised YOANA BARAKOVA

in the prevention of violent extremism. With a
Bachelor's degree in Criminology and a Master's
degree in Intelligence and Security Studies, Yoana has
experience working on conflict, terrorism,
radicalisation, and human rights violations —
particularly in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India. As a
researcher on South Asia, she has explored the
complex geopolitical, historical, social, and cultural
factors that drive violent extremism in the region and
abroad. Over the past three years, Yoana has
specialized in training youth workers to build young
people’s resilience against radical propaganda online
and offline. Using media literacy strategies, capacity-
building exercises, and empowerment workshops, she
has helped young people develop critical thinking
skills, confidence, and a stronger sense of agency.

MAR[UA GEHRKE Marilia Gehrke (Ph.D.) is an Assistant Professor of

Media and Journalism Studies at the University of
Groningen.

“In this workshop, we will discuss how gender-based
violence affects women in public-facing activities and
make use of the collective wisdom of an international
crowd to map those who had to quit their jobs.
Created to fill the lack of data related to women in
politics, journalism, and activism who had to resign
their positions due to harassment, gendered
disinformation, bullying, hate speech, and other forms
of violence, Forced to Quit is a crowdsourced-based
project to map these drop-outs. For this session, we
encourage participants to bring their fully charged
laptops to add new entries to the map.”
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INTRODUCTION OF THE

Workshop spcakers

ELENA ROD”\IA Dr. Elena Rodina is a media and press freedom expert
specialising in journalism in exile, journalistic resistance,

and cross-border collaborations.
“Disinformation threatens democracy, journalism, and
\’ public trust. But how can we combat it without
enforcing censorship? This interactive workshop will
introduce students to the mechanics of disinformation -
how it spreads, why it works, and how media freedom
organisations fight back while protecting press
freedom. Participants will engage in hands-on activities,
\ including spotting fake news, debating the role of
government in  regulating disinformation, and
developing real-world strategies to counter
propaganda and media manipulation. The session will
highlight case studies, fact-checking initiatives, and
advocacy efforts led by media freedom organisations
like the MFRR, a Europe-wide mechanism led by
ECPMF. Designed for international relations students,
this workshop equips participants with critical tools to
analyse disinformation in politics and media. *

Dr Sangeeta Mahapatra is a Research Fellow at the SANGEETA
German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA),

Hamburg. MAHAPATRA
“This workshop explores the shifting landscape of
disinformation, drawing on empirical field studies to
illuminate its emerging trends. It provides insights on
how evolving forms of disinformation influence and
impact key debates in International Relations (IR),
including statecraft, strategic narratives, geopolitics,
and political polarisation. The aims of the workshop are
to enhance conceptual clarity on the current form of
disinformation and offer guidance on integrating these
insights into future research and career pathways,
equipping IR scholars with the analytical tools needed
to navigate this complex and pressing domain.”
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INTRODUCTION OF THE

Workshop speakers

DAVID JOON JONAH ZIJLMA
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David Joon (24) works for the European Parliament's Directorate-General for Communication -
specifically the Strategy and Innovation Unit.

Jonah Zijlma (26) works as a public relations officer at the European Parliament Liaison Office
in the Netherlands, where he is responsible for the Parliament's events programme,
stakeholder outreach, and general citizen communication strategy in the Netherlands.

“In this workshop you will learn about the need for public institutions, in this case the European
Parliament, to proactively engage with citizens and stakeholders. In an increasingly polarised
political landscape, with internal and external actors barraging the EU with waves of
disinformation, what role does the EP's institutional communication play? An overview of the
Parliament's Directorate-General for Communication's activities will be given, followed by a
discussion on the challenges it faces in today's world. You will also have the opportunity to ask
about the speakers' experiences in working for the European Parliament, and get information
on how to start working for the EU yourself.”
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Schedule

ARRIVAL: 10:00
Doopsgezinde kerk: Oude Boteringestraat 33, 9712 GD Groningen

MORNING SESSION: 10:30-12:30
Doopsgezinde kerk: Oude Boteringestraat 33, 9712 GD Groningen

e Opening speeches: 30 min
e Panel: 45 min
e Q&A: 45 min

BREAK: 12:30-13:30

Participants can leave to get lunch and some air before
reconvening at Feithhuis.

AFTERNOON SESSION: 13:30-15:30
Feithhuis: Martinikerkhof 10, 9712 JG Groningen

e [ntroduction: 15 min

e First workshop: 13:45-14:30

e Second workshop: 14:35-15:20
e Closing speech: 15:20-15:30

e End of day social: 15:45-17:00
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Venues

Morning Session [Lunch & Afternoon Session
Doopsgezinde kerk: Feithhuis:

Oude Boteringestraat 33, 9712 GD Martinikerkhof 10, 9712 1G
Groningen Groningen
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Usetul Information

e The dresscode is business formal

e Note! The workshop location has two floors, the upper
of which is only accessible through stairs. If you use a
mobility aid and expect that this will make it
inaccessible to you, please reach out to the committee
and we will do our best to find a solution to enable
your participation.

e Find below some photos of the 2024 conference!
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Contacts

Please be in touch if you have questions which have not been answered in
this booklet.

Conference Committee email;
congres.clio@gmail.com

Alva Nordman (Chair)
+31 6 13297262

Elizabeth Winterhalter (Speakers Coordinator)
+316 25300447

Noa Pazos Aniorte (Speakers Coordinator)
+31 6 39316129
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Visiting Groningen
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About Clio @

(@ [To)

Study Association Clio is the official study association
for the International Relations & International
Organization (IRIO) program at the University of
Groningen. Established in 1988, Clio has grown to one of
the largest study associations in Groningen and the
largest within a Dutch Faculty of Arts.

Clio's mission is to enhance both the academic and
social experiences of IRIO students. The association
organizes a variety of events such as: lectures,
workshops, excursions and social gatherings. A highlight
of Clio’'s annual activities is the conference, which
focuses on specific International Relations topics. This
event features plenary sessions with distinguished
speakers, interactive workshops and networking
opportunities.

Through these initiatives, Clio fosters a vibrant student
community that supports both the academic and
personal growth of our members.
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About the Conference
Committee

Alva Nordman: Chair

Juliette Béguin: Secretary

Adian van den Ouden: Treasurer

Mika Stoop: Acquisition

Elizabeth Winterhalter: Speakers Coordinator
Noa Pazos Aniorte: Speakers Coordinator
Niko Miika Talvitie: PR

Daniél Medema: Board Representative
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